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9th Grade English: The Great Gatsby
1.  Goal:

a. Connect/compare the literature to real life situations
b. Comprehend material fully enough to connect to future topics
2.  Objectives:

a. Students will discuss various themes of The Great Gatsby
b. Students will advance their understanding of the material by individual and group work
3.  Special circumstances:  Starts with full class participation and incorporates group work.
4.  Materials needed:

a. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
b. Great Gatsby question sheet
5. Time needed: This lesson will take place over the span of 3 days/class periods.

6. The Lesson:

a. Anticipatory set: Since the students have been reading The Great Gatsby for the past few days, I will first ask them if they can name some of the main events in the book.  This will help bring the topics I wish to discuss back into the students minds.  Then I will review the study questions that the students received at the beginning of the unit.  I will ask for active participation from the students to make sure that they are first off, reading the material and also comprehending it.
b. Learning Activity: I will handout the essay assignment to the students before I introduce it.  Once the students have the assignment in front of them, I will allow them a few minutes to read it over.  Next, I will read it to them and ask if anyone needs clarification on any of the requirements.  I will point out that many of the themes in The Great Gatsby overlap with the material they are covering in their history class.  This will give them examples and also help them to get some ideas for their papers.

c. Guided Practice: In a previous class period, the students were put into groups and assigned a chapter of The Great Gatsby to analyze in depth.  After analysis, they were to prepare a short (under five minutes) presentation for the class.  I will give the students a few minutes to get into their groups to finalize plans and then the presentations will begin.  Once all the presentations are over, the students will be put into new groups.  Now, they will have time to formulate some possible topics for their essays.  I will walk around and meet with each group to make sure that they are on track and understanding the task.  After this, we will come back together as a class and they will give their ideas and I will compile them on the board.  I will point out which topics will work and also provide them some additional possibilities.  This will also be the time for the students to ask questions regarding possible topics or the essay assignment in general.
d. Independent Practice: Reaching the end of the unit, the students will now be required to write their essay.  The essay requires them to take the information that they have learned from reading the book and connect, compare or contrast it to something in real life.  This forces them to extend their knowledge and makes sure that they actually comprehend the material in depth.
e.  Closure: To wrap up the topic of The Great Gatsby and the 1920’s, I will review the main topics that the students have learned.  I will introduce the next topic (the 1930’s) and advise the students to look for ways that the 1920’s can be compared and contrasted.  This allows the students to continue using the material they have just learned so they can further their understanding.
